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GIZ FABRIC – ETP Operator Course

Legal and other requirements in Bangladesh
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Current legal requirement

New and emerging requirements

Contents



▪ Legal regulations – Acts and rules for operation of water and waste water 

management

− Labour act and rules

− Environmental laws and rules

▪ Non-legal requirements

− Industry-association code of conducts

− Customer and brand specific requirements and standards

o Individual customer code of practices

o Brand initiatives such as Zero Discharge of Hazardous Substances – ZDHC 

or Sustainable Apparel Coalition
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Overview of legal and other requirements for your factory



▪ Focus on occupational health and safety and working 

environment, also pertaining operation of wastewater 

treatment plants

▪ 78 relevant sections out of total 354 sections 

▪ Excerpts

− Maintenance and preservation of safety record books and 

introduction of group insurances 

− Amount of compensations in cases of death or injury 

because of accidents at the workplace

− In case of accident happening due to employer’s 

negligence, compensation amount shall be double.
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Labour Act 2006 



National Water Policy 1999/2001:

▪ Standards of effluent disposal into common watercourses set by

WARPO in consultation with DOE.

▪ Industrial polluters required under law to pay for cleanup of

water-body polluted by them.

Environmental Conservation Act 1995

▪ Importance of Environmental Clearance Certificates (ECC)

Bangladesh Textile Policy

▪ Steps for setting up effluent treatment plants (ETPs) in dying,

finishing and wet processing factories (see 4.14 of policy)
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Environmental Laws



ECR'97 (Rule 7) industrial units and projects classified

into four categories depending on environmental impact

and location for issuing environmental clearance

These categories are:

▪ Green

▪ Orange A

▪ Orange B

▪ Red

Orange-B and Red category industries to submit

Environmental Management Plan (EMP)
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Environmental Conservation Rules (ECR) 1997



▪ Fabric dyeing and chemical treatment industries falling under red 

category (most polluting industries)

− Required to prepare and submit environmental management Plan 

(EMP) 

− to prescribe measures for reducing environmental impacts and 

risks associated with the industry. 

9/14/2023 ETP OPERATOR COURSE – LEGAL REQUIREMENTS IN BANGLADESH8

Environmental Conservation Rules (ECR) 1997



Content

1. Mitigation and contingency plans 

2. Description of expected impacts and risks on/to environment 

3. Impact management and environmental enhancement plans

4. Monitoring plans 

5. Impact reporting
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Environmental Management Plan (EMP)



Specific requirements

▪ Effluent meeting national effluent discharge quality standards 

▪ For water passing through the ETP…

− pollutants removed and 

− quality of water improved, allowing for final discharge to environment 

without significant risk.

▪ Specific contents regarding ETP

− process flow diagram

− layout plan including location for effluent disposal system

− plan and design of ETP with full information about its effectiveness 

− post-project monitoring program.
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Environmental Management Plan (EMP)



9/14/2023 ETP OPERATOR COURSE – LEGAL REQUIREMENTS IN BANGLADESH11



9/14/2023 ETP OPERATOR COURSE – LEGAL REQUIREMENTS IN BANGLADESH12



9/14/2023 ETP OPERATOR COURSE – LEGAL REQUIREMENTS IN BANGLADESH13



9/14/2023 ETP OPERATOR COURSE – LEGAL REQUIREMENTS IN BANGLADESH14



9/14/2023 ETP OPERATOR COURSE – LEGAL REQUIREMENTS IN BANGLADESH15



9/14/2023 ETP OPERATOR COURSE – LEGAL REQUIREMENTS IN BANGLADESH16



9/14/2023 ETP OPERATOR COURSE – LEGAL REQUIREMENTS IN BANGLADESH17



Highlights

▪ Flow measuring devices to be installed at inlet and 

outlet pipes of ETP and their records to be maintained.

▪ Sludge management

− Following treatment, the sludge to be processed 

using filter-press (or similar) and be kept within 

premises. 

− After 6 months, sludge can be disposed during dry 

season, with register to be maintained. 

▪ Bypass lines avoiding ETP not allowed.
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New and emerging requirements



Highlights

▪ Environmental aspects of factory to be managed by 

qualified environmental personnel. 

▪ Effluent records to be updated daily; summary of 

these records to be submitted to DoE after every 3-

months.

▪ Within 3 months of clearance renewal, wastewater 

recycling and zero discharge plans/designs to be 

submitted; otherwise certificate not be renewed or 

renewed certificate be cancelled. 

▪ Preparation and implementation of approved 

Resource Conservation Plan (RCP).
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New and emerging requirements



▪ Water and wastewater management (including operation of ETP 

governed by legal and non-legal requirements (brands, 

associations)

▪ Familiarise with environmental and labour acts and rules as well as 

other requirements on waste wastewater treatment (in particular of 

customers brands and associations)

▪ Keep up-to-date on changes in legal and non-legal requirements

▪ Completion of training helping you and your factory in complying 

with emerging requirements on qualified environmental personnel

To remember

9/14/2023 ETP OPERATOR COURSE – LEGAL REQUIREMENTS IN BANGLADESH20

Initial thoughts
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